
WASHINGTON.
"IUHTT AMD UHIOB, HOW AHU FOKBVBK, OH* AW

W8EPARABLB.
W¦...!¦

THURSDAY, JULY 7, 1864.

PARTISAN EXAGGERATION.

We have always been in the habit of looking to
the North American Review for the reflection of
ideas whioh appeal to the intelligence and candor
of the publiof Its views of political affairs under
former editors have always been positive and
definite, bat they were stated without exaggeration
and without partisan vehemence. Its present
oonduotors, we regret to observe, prescribe to
themselves a different rule of oonduct, and address
a different class of readers. They have impressed
on the Review a character for partisanship whieh
does not require respeot for even the appearance
of aocuracy in a statement that appeals to our-

reat political hatreds. For instance, in the July
number just received, in an artiole on tho "Na¬
tional Currency/' we read as follows:

" A Union victory on a battle field (r at the poll* de-
presaea the price of gold; a rebel victory in the South
or at a NortLern election sends it up. Jefferson Davis,
the Southern armies, Generals Lorgstreet and Lee,
and the Northern Democrats ero the bulls of the g> 11
market; Lincoln, Chase, Grant, Sbertnau, and Meade,
cur brave trropa, and the loyal and patriotic men of ths
North are the bears. Gold wijl fall a« they rise in power,and the legal-tender notes, if skillfully managed oy the
Treasury, as the great war draws to a successful close,
will increase in value, and when it ends be at par every
where, and, like thp notes of the Bank of the United
States, sometimes aud in some places, above par."

Every body knows that there is no foundation
for this statement, so far as it affirms that " a

Union viotory at the polls depresses the price of
gold," or that a " rebel victory" in a "Northern
eleotion" oauses a rise in the prioe of gold. By a
" Union viotory at the polls" the writer means a

Republican triumph, and by a " rebel viotory" a

success of the party opposed to the Administra¬
tion. And yet, with the blind fatuity of the par¬
tisan, he establishes a oonncotion of causc and
effeot, where every reader is able to penetrate its
fallacy; for every body knows that at the last
elections whioh have been held in tho country
the Republioan party has prevailed, even in States
previously Democratic, by majorities the most
overwhelming and unprecedented, and as it is
oertain that the price of gold has subsequently
gone up with aocelcrated velocity, the truth
of the writer's statement oan bo substantiated
only on the supposition that the Administration
party is the party whose triumph has had the effect
of a " rebel viotory." And then, if the review¬
er's analysis of the monAary situation be exhaus¬
tive or souDd as far as it goes, whep he says that
legal-tender notes, will increase in value " as the
war draws to a successful close," it follows that,
aooording to his logia, the prospeot of " a success¬

ful close of the war" is growing constantly less
and less, for gold, instead of " increasing in value "

as measured by Treasury notes, has been steadily
declining for the last tew months. But, as we are

sure the author does not intend to say all this, it
is charitable to suppose that he meant only to show
how recklessly a partisan oan use words to oonvcy
to the passions a meaning which they contradiot
to the reason of eveiy reader. We hope the North
American Review will leave a monopoly of this

style to the professional partisan pr ss. Besides,
somethiag more of vivacity is pardoned to the
haste of daily journalism, than to the deliberation
of a periodical whioh speaks only four times a

year. We are tho more emboldened to make this
suggestion to tho leading quarterly of our country
beoauae we are picascd to find in another artiole of
the current number some judicious reflection's on

grave questions of public concern, to which we

shall call the attention of our readers at an early
day.

GEN. WILSON'S RIDE.

To comprehend the extent of Gen. Wilson'* daring ride
into the interior .'of Virginia every reader should take a

map.a common railroad map will do.and follow from
point to poiut the operations of the force under Wilson
and Kautz.
They set out frqm their camp, near Prince Georgo's

Court-Home, at two o'clock in the morning of the 22d of
June. They crossed the Norfolk and Petersburg railroad
about five miles below Petersburg, and made at once for
the Weldou railroad, which they struck at Reams, a sta¬
tion ten miles soulh of Petersburg. From here they
.truck across the country northwesterly till tbey reached
the Petersburg and Danville railroad at Sutherland's, ten
stiiles west of Petersburg. Here the work of destruction
began At Ford's, ten miles further writ, two locomo-
tivra, a train cf sixteen pars, and various depots with stores
were destroyed ; and after working at this all night the
force moved on the morning of the 23d along the railroad
until tbey reached Burksville, where tbe Danville and
the Lynchburg railroads cross each other. Here, as well
as at Nottoway, east of the dossing, tho work of destruc¬
tion waa made very complete. At Nottoway a force of the
enetny was met and beaten after a short engagement.
Geo. Wilson now turned down the Danville railroad,
which be destroyed for thirty-six miles, from Burksville to
Roanoke station, where, at a bridge, the enemy bad ga¬
thered a foree too heavy tor our wearied men to encounter
without great danger. All the places we have mentioned
are marked npon common railroad maps The methodi¬
cal manner in whioh the work of destruction was carried
on is thus described by a newspaper correspondent:

" Being without proper iron raih the rebeli were forced
to resort to tho old fashioned method of laying string pieces,
on which were fastened long strips of iron to prevent the
wood from wearing out unler tbe procure < f the trains
and action of tbe car wheels. To burn this entire ro«d
(mm Burksville to Maunton bridge was a matter of com¬

parative ease. A portion of the cavalry dismounted and
marched by tb« flank along tbe railroad. Betfg halt* d
tbey were faced inward, or toward the road. Soi^e men

now ru»hed to the nearest fences in procure dry rai's,
while "others prepared tho flier combustible matter. W.th
?uch perfect unanimity did the men work and so dry were

the rails and tiea that a few moment*/, flced t > get a fire
well started along their whole line. i'bey woui 1 then fa'l
in, and, facing by the fl*nk sga n, move further down the
r«f<i until the ignited portion passed by the rearmost
men. Another halt would be ordered and the operation
above described again repeated. In this manr.er they wore

criaU- d to move over and destroy an enormous rpaee of the
railroad in a short time. In burning the ro*d depots from
Keysville to the Staunton branrb, a distance of some

twenty miles, less than two thirds of a day was occupied
Tbe intense heat thrown out from this extensive lineol flame
renrferod tbe vicinity untenable Not only were the rear
guards forced to move by distant roads, but even the in¬
habitant* found tfceir local habitations too hot to hold them,
and forced to make temporary ohbngea beyond its
.uflucu't>ng influence."

In thia w*f tbey deatrryed over sixly miles of railroad
track. beau,e* depots, blackimilhs' shops, machine »hops,
and stores) * finally rode back across the country, fought
all one day ana whole of another night, luakfog a bril¬
liant defence a«a. » greatly superior f»roe, and at last
abandoned the few Wsgoua they had been able to carry
along, aud disabled th« pieces which they could no longer
take with them, and, di\ into two parties, but keep-
log up their organisation, i.'»ade tbe best of their ?ay to the
.fiuies, where they have sale 'T arrived, after a ride which
tested to the utmost the endorses and courage of the men

' and tbe capacity aud genius of i'beir leader. 'J beir suc¬
cess is of p substantial kind, tbe fru'ita of which we shall
see before many days pass.

The miniature brig Vision waa spoken at noon on the
SStb ultimo bv a pilot boat, forty-five miles eaat of Fire
Island. Tha Vision had a.1 sails aet.

THE NATIONAL ANNIVEBSAKY.
The peopU of the United Stakes are thia «l*y

oalled to oommeu orkte the Anniversary of the
Declaration of Independence made by the Conti¬
nental CoDgreBB on the 4th of July, 1776. 0

The oelebration of thisholyday still finds u* amid
all the sights and sounds of civil war, being the fourth
recurrence of the day under auspioes that little
befit the heart of the reflecting patriot to engage
in its traditional festivities. For, if the proper
oommemoration of the day is no more than a just
homage to the wisdom and virtue of our ancestors,
it comes at the present time with li mournful sense

of the political degeneracy which has forfeited for
us the peaceful enjoyment of the rich heritage
they bequeathed to their descendants. If it be
true, as

"the poet sings,
"That a sorrow's crown of sorrow ia remembering hap¬

pier things," |
this nation has surely abundant reason to bow its
head in anguish as memory contrasts its once hap¬
py estate with its present desperate condition.
Never has a people so squandered the boons poured
into its lap by the lavish kindness of a benignant
Providence, and our want of gratitude for " the
good and perfect gifts" whioh have been show¬
ered on us from Heaven is only exoeeied by the
strange iosensibility that seems to harden the
minds of the people under the awful judgments of"
Deity,»now that lit has come forth from His hiding-
place to execute His vengeance and display His
wrath. There are those among us who exult in
the very magnitude of our calamities, and who
point with undissembled pride to the prodigality
with which wc are spending our blood and treasure,
as though the ghastly wounds of our body politic
were not so many marks of shame and seals *of
sorrow. It is not in this spirit that a Christian
people should accept the scourge of war, and espe¬
cially a war thrust upon them by intestine strife
and convulsion. Let us hope that the evil spirit
under whose possessions our land is now rent and
torn will soon be effectually oast out, and that at
the next return of this anniversary of the Natal
Day of our oountry* its inhabitants may be found
walking in the light ol that wisdom all of whose
ways are ways of pleasantness and all of whose
paths are paths of peace. And in the mean time
let each loyal citizen gird up the loins of his mind,
and seek to develop in a time of war the virtues
of self- sacrifice and patriotic devotion, that so

" many a darkness with the light shall leap,And sh:ne in the sudden making of splendid names,
And nwble thought be freer under the sun,
And the heart of a people beat with one desire."

MARKS OF POLITICAL CORRUPTION.

The New York Observer, a religious journal,
expresses the opinion that it is " no exaggeration
to say that the cost of the war thus far has been
one quarter more than it would have been had not
the country been cheated by its own agents." All
that fraud, which has been advantageous to the
enemy and depicting and injurious to the Govern¬
ment, is now, it adds, as prevalent as ever. "No
great example has been made of any swindler or

thief. The majesty of a defrauded Government
has not been vindicated. When will it be

Induced to make this painful reflection by the
charges of fraud and corruption under whioh cer¬

tain officials of tho Government in New York and
elsewhere have been recently arrested and put on

trial, our contemporary proceeds to comment on

this spccicB of guilt at the present time as fol¬
lows :*
"There is one fact, thst makes tho recent developments

peculiarly disgusting to every right mind, and invests the
crime ot plundering the Government with an atrocity of
wickedness having no parallel in ttio past history of our
suffering country.
"We are struiniog every nerve to put down a gigantie

rebellion. 'I he cost of the war in money is the least of
the expense but this cost is enormous, Irightlul, and in¬
creasing *t the rate of two, three, or four million* every
day It has reached sjicb a load alretdy that the nation
stacgers under it. At such a time as this it is the duty
and the privilege of every citizen to give his time, ener-
g es, bU'iness capacity, counsel, eff >rts, and prayers to the
Government. We do not pretend to say that busine-s men
should not receive proper compensation for their services.
The soldier in the field, the Benatar, the President, the
ageut, is entitled to his lawful pay, and we do Dot expect
to see a Washington agaiu who will decline his salary
while s*rv ng in the army. But lawful pay ia one thing
and cheating the country is another.

_
" The point we make, and on wbioh we wish to fasten

the attention of th* nation, is this : to tske money from
the Government unjustly at sucfi a tim-» i* a crime second
in baseneas only to that which has made Judas Iscariot
infamous forever. Th> country needs every dollar it can
raue 'i he people are now pressed down with taxation.
The burden ia only beginning to be felt. It is to be ia-
creased for years to come. The Government has a conflict
on hand ..and money is the sinews of war. Every cent
taken ur justly trom it ia so much direct help to the enemy ;
it weakens tbe handa of the Government; It strengthens
the rebellion * The man who cheat$ the Government out ofa
dollar it a vile traitor We w<>uld wt take the hand of
such a m*n in friendship any sooner than we would the
hand of Floyd or Davis Avarice ia bad enough. It js a

base passion always, aud never lives in noble mmd* But
when it has become so rank and strong that it converts a

brawling patriot, a loud, pretended friend of the Govern¬
ment, a man who bas denounced his neighbors as traitors
and sopght distinction for bis special and ardent support of
the war. yvfcej) avarice converts such a man into a tbief,
there is no language"lo convey the tense of every honest
man's abhorrence of b s villany, and there is no punish¬
ment known to common law sufficiently ignominious to
mark the opinion which virtue entertains of auch a hypo¬
crite."

It require, but little observation or reading in
the natural history of tho creatures spawned by a

revolutionary epoch to prepare the mind for just
such disgusting speataclos as arc described by our

contemporary. And it is always safo to assume

that a man who makes an ostentatious parade of
his "lojalty" in Buoh time®> or who is perpetually
indulging in "railing accusations" at his neigh¬
bors, is a political Pharisee who has stolen the
livery of virtue only the better to hide his venality
and corruption. Tru» loyalty does not need to
iuako broad its phylacteries and has no disguises to

because it meditawcs no frauds on tho Gov¬
ernment and is too wise as well as too just to think
of purchasing for itself a good degree by the cheap
lesorts of slander and defamation.

OFFICIAL ACKNOWLEDGMENT.

From the Frankfort Commonwealth rf June 871*.
We publish below deepatchea from the President and

Secretary of War commendatory of Gen. Burbridge and
those under, his command for tbeir successful operations
against Morgan and hia band :

Washington, J(ink 14, 1HC»4.
Jo Gen. Burbridge: Have just received your despatch

of antion at Cynthiana. Please accent uiy congratulations
aud thsnks forypurself and command.

A. LlKCOI.N.

Washikoton, June 14. ty*64.
Tu Gm Burbridge : Please e crept for yourself and the

officers and soldier* of your gallant onmmand the thanks of
this D*p*rtment for the brave and successful operations
of ti e laat aix days in Kentucky.achievements of valor,
.nergy. and success that will be regarded wilh admiration
bv all iojal people of the United flutes.7 E .. Stanton.

thi politico military problem
Our Kepublioan contemporaries are naturally

very much embarraased to explain and justify the
deoiaion of the House of Kapresentatives in so

Buddenly reverting its action upon the proposed
repeal of the money commutation for military ser¬
vice. The House having only a few day# ago de¬
cided by a vote of two to one tbat it would not
conour in that policy, and that decision haviog
been approved by the Republican press without
exception, so far as we are aware, the latter is not
a little non-pluased to account satisfactorily for
Buoh a rapid change of front, and finds much diffi¬
culty in the preservation of its consistency while
placing itself abreast with such shifting politi-
cal attitudes- The New York Tribune accounts
for the manojuvre by tracing it to the intiuenoe of
the Executive on the minds of recuaant members.
It eays :

is due rtLT/6t /hat th® ch,,u«e of front in tbe Hometf' the'urgent representations of tbe Executive The
sy«tem heretofore existing wa. deemed a falure Th«

tfve ta^« ttn « patnot!° conviction that tne Execu-
M entlt'ed to the grant of auch authority aa in its

tt. rebellma.
Heretofore it waa believed that a wiae adm uistrationof the law would aeoure all the men needed; but wenowhave the assurance of the military authorit e« that it win'"ufflcent, aud aince the Executve r^reVthe tZTr

J i'i H " " 'bould be granted. That tbe meo

"hnl?6 ne.° "®f t0 oru#h the rebellion uiuat be bad
somehow, all loyal men have alwaya iuaiated. The ques¬tion of means la leas essential 4

'Mtii, of course, underatood that tbe power which ia

Sr used Tluf , ftDd,0.f Government is to be effectu¬
ally uaed. I he liw la to be put in foroe, and there ia no!< »ger any excuse if there ever were, for mSpprihe*
au>n on the part of the people or indecfoion on the part of
I5nta?ivIarTff > .n*tion' by the voice of it. repre-
Wh.t if J .

.Lole "'reugth to tbe Executive.
lift .luU-l

Our readers have been left in no ignorance as to
our views respecting the policy in question, and if
the present Congress shall adjourn, leaving the
Executive unlimited power to draftmen, but for only
one year, without allowing try commutation, wo
think it safe to conclude, with 8enator Brown and
others, that the "war for the Union," under such
a system, is rapidly verging towards a decline
which will need no "peaoe party" to accclerate its
progress in the direotion of a praotioal armistice.
For as is well said by the leading Republi¬
can organ of New England, the Boston Daily Ad-
vertiser, such a system may give us " men," but
it will not give ub an "army." It will produce
in the loyal States all the exhaustion of war while
creating the conditions on whioh vigor and effi¬
ciency in war are both physioally and morally im-
possible.
We sought to demonstrate this proposition some

days sgo in the views we announced under the
bead of the " Economics of War".views founded
on statistical faots of the most irrefragable charac¬
ter. It is easy to ignore the laws of nature .and
of politioal eoonomy, but theee laws always take
revenge on their violators. One of the leading
Republican journals of the West, tho Cincinnati
Gazette, takes tho same view of this matter as the
Boston Daily Advertiser. In its number of the
27th instant it says:

" The calculation tbat by an exhaustive effort the rebel-
lion may be crushed in a single season is equally untenable
and dangers.. The war baa been condocted on that cal-
eulation much too long already. It is time to look more
to military principles, to general.hip, and to auch a hus-
bnnding of our resource, as will enable tbe country to con-
tinue the effort. From the first there baa been an idea
that if we should take Richmond the Confederates vrould
be conquered; aud in tbe third year of the war we find
the same ideas governing tbe campagn and governing tbe
cnlculationa for another draft, wbose exhaustive operation
!* be compensated by tbe assurance tbat it will be but
brief and the laat effort tbat will be required.

'But, in tbe first place, one year dratted men will not
make such an army aa ia required to carry on a war which
has continued three years, and has main a vet-ran army
on the other side. Secondly, a drafted army cannot be
put luto the fi*ld in time to co operate iu the present cam¬

paign againut Richmond. Th rdly, no mortal mau can aay
that any dra t, however exbauative, will close the war in
a year. Is it safe to exhaust the country by a brief spas-
mo l ie effort, when the result is not witlin our prevnion 7

" rfce campaign against Richmond muat be decided by
the army now lu tbe field. II un.uceesstu', military ge¬
nius cau find aome way of bringing Lee's army to battle on
fair terips. We have an army abundantly large to defeat
lion such termi, and we have a right to expect tbat it
shall not be sacrificed in attempting positions which neu-
tralne its superior number.. Even if it shall be, no draft
can change tbe reaalt
" **ut war H,u,t no lon«er ^ conducted upon the

reeourcea of the country are inexbau>tible
or that the effort will be brief, and therefore if it ia ex¬

haustive it is the laat, and that with triumph the eountry
will soon recover. It la likely tbat tbe reault will depend
as tnueb on exhaustion aa on battlea; therefore it ia requi-
.ite that our reaouroes be used with a view to eontinuahoe
to any extent that may be neoeasray to final triumph

In this war the loyal people have largely over-estimated
the number of men that our population can put in tbe
held without crippling our reaourcea to aueb an extent
aa to make the effort exbauative. In the apparent proa-

Pe? y-.T J? . *! °Ut °f th® iMUe of P*F"r money,
and with tbe light burden of a war whoso expenses were
paid by loans, we have alao over-eatimated tbe extent of our
financial resources, and have hardly taken ink. account
the destruction of productive industry. Under the «ame
influences tbe Administration hss alao called for more men
and carried on a greater number of scattered undertaking
than were consistent with an economical expenditure of
resources with a view to continuing tbe effect for an in-
definite period.

" It is time to change all this, an! to conduct the war on
comprehensive principle. of .tiategy, instead of looking to
a single point, and regarding any sacr.fice and any decree
of exhaustion as wisely expended to attain that We iriuat
have well trained soldiers to fight a veteran army, ind we
rnu.t eoonom,«e these looking more to m l.tary genius®and less to the prodigal sacrifice of mop for military results

nationi in the world can supply well trained soldiers to
be alautbtered in unlimited number. in indecisive actions
Our finances must also he orgamted for a continuance of
the war mdefin tely, instead of looking all the while to
speedy victory to save them from prostration.

Fvl * .War CODduct<,d on military pr nciples, to which
all political necessities shall suecumb, and conducted bv
wise generalship, such an army as that with which we
b*gau tbe present campaign ia large enough. The Con-
irm.rKCL0ann0t TT' U Tuh0ut ,pexhausting it.
arms bearing population. There i. uo necessity for slaugh¬
tering hat army ag.mat impossible positions, nor for ad
hering to impossible lines, with the idea tbat some particular
point gained will repay all. 1 he army muat be econom » .1
as the very heart's bhod of the na'ion; and the wi»o con-

exhale'UMtlr back,n* the A^ini.tration
ean have to it. requi.ition for more men "

NHBRA8KA.

The Territory of Nebraska has, it appears, de¬
clined to avail itself of the enabling aot of Con-
gross to .remodel its government with a view to
entering the Union as a State. The New York
Tribune of yesterday hss the following paragraph
on tho subject; .

"Nebraska has voted not to organiie a State Govern¬
ment as yet. In thi. we think she baa deeded wisely

Th* nfnon 28,841 i,,babiUn^, in 1800 : ba. not more
than 60,000 now; and she eould hardly fail, by making her-
¦elf a State, to double her loeal taxation-a serious cou-
aideration in theae day.. Whoever expected to be Gover¬
nor, United State. Senator., A.o. are doubtle.. annoyed
by this votj; but tbe great ms.s of the people can bear
the diaappointment of thi. claas with unshaken fortitude
Nebraska will be ooming in a. a State, with a p, pnlation
of 100,000 or over, in season to vote for President in
18tW."

WAR ON THE UPPKR POTOMAC.
About daybreak on Sunday mormug iutelligauoe reached

headquarters at Martinaburg to the effect that & large re^cl
force wai approaching in three separate column*, one by
the way of the turnpike toward Shepherdstowa, another
toward Martinaburg, not far from the line of the railroad1
aud the th rd west of it. The department ol the railroad
it that of Gen. Hunter, assisted by Qen. Sigel, with Ueua
Kelley and Max Webbar. Gen Kellfy'a force ia at Cum¬
berland, where uo alarm or excitemeut exists.
Qen. Sigel, on receiving thia information, at once pre¬pared te check the approach cf the enemy, iu order that

no moveable property should be destroyed. The troopa
were draws np, and at five o'clock fighting commenced in
the neighborhood of Bauker llill, during which our caval
ry ft-11 (lowly back to the infantry tupports.

Ascertaining that the force of the enemy waa largely.uperior to hia own, Qen. Sigel determined to evacuate
Martinaburg, whieh waa accomplished in good order It
ia i«port«d that the enemy captured a large quantity of
uppliea there.
Qen. Sigel and the bulk of liu force, including Qen.

Muiligau'a brigade, bad all aroaaed the Potomac at Sbep-berdatown on Sunday, and Were moving to protect Har-
per'a Ferry, where Qen. Weber commanda a amall force.
The rebel cavalry ia commanded by Qen. Hansom,

(8tuart's luccesior,) and the infantry by either Early or
EwelL.
No official intelligence of the reaulta of thia movement

has yet been divulged, and many of the report* are conflict
ing. It look*, however, aa if tbe enemy contemplated an
extensive raid in Weatern Maryland and Pennsylvania, and
great excitement prevail* in those quarters. The farmers
are removing their stock, aud many peraona are leavingtheir home* for place* which promiie greater aecurity.
A despatch to tbe Baltimore American from Alfred

Spates, Esq , the President of the Chesapeake and Ohio
Cfenal, dated at Cumberland yesterday, (the 5th,) says:" The rebel raid haa been very destructive upon the
Chesapeake and Ohio Canal. We have information here
that the canal has been badly damaged, and that a number
of boats have bsen bnrned and teams captured." The
railroad has also suffered considerable damage, but to what
extent is unknown here
No news was racaived yesterday or last night from

Harper's Ferry.
o

FKOM HARPER'S FERRY.
THE REBELS ON THE UPPER POTOMAC.EX-

AGGEBATED REPORTS.
An intelligent gentleman who arrived in Baltimore yes¬

terday from Harper's Ferry informs the Baltimore Ameri¬
can that it is now definitely ascertained that the force of
the enemy on tbe upper Potomac does not exoeed five
thousand men, of whom less than one fourth are cavalry,
and tbe remaiuder infantry. The same authority furnishes
the following information respecting late movements on the
line of tbe Potomac :

"The rebels are concentrated in and around Harper'sFerry, and aie sending out parties to forage on the people,robbing them of even their watches and money. There
was some skirmishing going on between our troops and
the rebels across the river, and occasionally shot and
.hell were being thrown at them from Maryland Heights." The fight of Col. Mulligau with their advance at Lee-
town is spoken of as most gallant, he ruccassfully repulsingthem several times. Geo. Sigel moved towards tihepherds-town with his immense wagon train in frout, the protec¬tion of which was deemed of more Importance than the
risking of a general engagement. Not a wagon fell into the
enemy's band*, and nothing was left behind at Martins-
burg except some oats, which was set on fire befjre
he left.

" The impression on the border was that the rebel force
will retire before to-morrow (Thursday) night, es Qen.
Hunter will be iu his rear by that time with an ample force
to nverwhc'm them if they remain longer. ..' Tee principal object of this raid ha* proved unsuccess¬
ful, unlets it be the damage they have done to the railroad
and tbe canal, tbe collection of conscripts, and the plunderof the inhabitants They have not attempted to leave the
line of the Polotnsc, except to rob tbe stores at Point of
Rocks, and destroying some canal boats near Hancock.
Vv hat damage has b^eu done to the railroad is not yet as¬
certained, though it is und-rstocd that they have not re¬
tired far beyond Martinaburg.
"There is ro truth in the statement that a rebel foroe

has been to Beontburo' and Hagerstown, or tbnt a raid bas
been rnnde on the railroad west of Cumber and."

The following information was received yesterday from
the office of th-- Baltimore and Ohio Kailroad:

11 O'CLOCK A. M..The usual ma 1 train for SandyHook, opposite Harper's Ferry, left this morning, a*
usual. Hunter's forces are rapidly uuviug from the West
in i rder to flmh the rebels. The enemy still retain pitssession of ibe Virginia side of Harper'a Ferry, and Sigelif oo the Height*, which Command the Ferry, with a large
lore©. Officers tn>m the Ferry think that ail will be rightto morrow.
Oeu. Wallace is co-operating with Gen. Sigel, and has, it is

stated, secured the entire protection of the road as far as
Frederick, which ia now safe from auy fear of another
rebel visit Toere is an ample foroo at Point ol Kucks,
and also at the lower fords, and a sufficient force has been
organised at Frederick to prevent auy invasiou of that
place. .

A CAM. ON PENNSYLVANIA MILITIA.
Governor Ct'KilN, of Pennsylvania, issued a proclama¬

tion on Tuesday, the 5th instant, in which he states that
the Preiidcnt uf the United States had made a call upon
the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania for twelve thousand
militia as volunteer infantry, to serve at Washington and
its viciuity, for one hundred days, uoless sooner dis¬
charged ; and the Governor earnestly calls on " the free¬
men of the Peuurylvania mlitia to come promptly forward
and fill th«requisition." lie ooncludes his call by saying:

" It is apparent that the enemies of our Government, in
despera'ion, are threatening us with an armed force, in
the bopethat the army of Gen. Grant may be withdrawn
from before Rirhmond, and I call upon^he citicensof tbis
Commonwealth capable of bearing arms to come forward
without deity, and thus aid our heroic brothers in the great
army of the Republic."
The Philadelphia North American seconds the call of

the Governor, and exhorts the people to yield it a prompt
and patriotic response. It says :
" As our own soil is menaced with invasion by a rebel

force approaching from the Sbenaudoah valley, and the
troops under Gen. 8igel have retreated before the enemy,
this militia is now asked to perform a real service in de¬
fending our own home* from danger. Ho little has hitherto
been done by our citizens toward raising militia for one
hundred days upon the call of the Government, that we
earnestly exhort the people of Philadelphia to consider the
gravity of the emergency which has given birth to the pre¬
sent proclamation of Governor Curtin. We sinoerely trust
that our Commonwealth will not bo exposed on this ooca-
sioo as she was on the last, when we were totally de¬
fenceless until the Governors of New York and New Jer-
sey sent their militia to our aid. Thousands of men in
Philadelphia are now available for the purpose, and regi¬
ments should be immediately organ ted and sent to the
border for active service."

A CALL ON TIIE NEW YORK MILITIA.
The State of New York, it appears, has also been called

upon for a large militia force. We learn by a despatch
from Albany that on Tuesday, the 5th instant, the Presi¬
dent of the United States Informed Governor Seymour
that a rebel forqe, estimated at from fifteen thousand to
twenty thousand stroig, had invaded Maryland and taken
Martimburg and Harper's F#rry. and were threatening
other points; that the public safety requires a call upon
the State Executives for a militia force to repel the inva
iirn and that ho calls upon the State of New York for
twelve thousand militia, as its quota, to serve one hundred
days. Governor Seymour has doubtless taken prompt
measures to supply the foroe required.

MORE EXCITING REFORTN.
We continue to receive exciting report* from the inte¬

rior of Pennsylvania, where alarm seems to be spreading.
A despatch dated at Harrisburg yesterday say s:

" Gen. Couob has received a despatch which leads us to
believe that our cavalry were forced out >f Hagerstown
to day. The despatch ia dated at one o'clock this after
no<'n. It is believed the rebels have only cavalry. Our
troops are concentrating at Chambersburg and beyond.
The Governor will call immediately for more troops, in
addition to the twelve thousand called out yesterday, so
that the old troops in the department may be tent to the
front Tbe old Pr nnsylvania Reserves are fl >cking to tho
rescue. Gen. Couch is here, add is for the present in
oonstant communication with Gov. Curtin."

HTII.L LATER REPORTS VIA BALTIMORE.
Baltimore, July 6.¥ P. M..The following is all

ttat has been raoalvad from the Upper Potomao up to tkli
hoar i

borne excitement waa caused at Frederick this afternoonby the (apt that a alight skirmish had occurred betweenour picket* and a small squad of rebel aoouta betweenFrederick and Pointof Rtoks.
Juat as the regular traiu from thia city arrived in Fred¬erick a body of our cavalry came dashing into the towncovered with dust, which iriduoed many to suppuse thatthey were rebel*. A great scare ensued. The train putbark to Mouocacy Junction, and the mistake wait not dis-ooverrd until the car* reached there, when they returned,but were again frightened back by another scare as tool-iah and groundless as the first.
From the movements perceptible among the enemy atHarper's Ferry to-day, it was supposed that Huutor'sforces were aotively pressing tbem in the rear. Nothingdefiuite oould be ascertained, but tbere is every reason tobelieve that Hunter will be beard from to some purposebefore It ng
Every possible precaution has beeu taken by Qen. Wal¬lace to guard against the possibility of any surprise move¬

ment by the enemy in this direction.
Lai<t night Mrs. Dixon, an estimable Uniou lady, and a

resident of Point of Pocks, was killed whilst sitting at berdoor, near the post office, by a shot fired by a rebel fromthe opposite side of the Potomac.ToAlay a citizen of Sharpsburg was shot for refusing todeliver up bis watcb to a rebel who demanded it. I'bevillain placed bis pistol at the man's head and blew hisbrains out for not complying with hi* demand.
. There are some exciting reports to night as t<fthe pre¬sence of a very largw foroe of rebels near Harper's Ferry,but they are not deemed reliable.

ANOTHER REPORT PROM HAKKISBUKU.
Harrisburo, July 6..A despatch from Chamber*-burg states that a rebel ft/rce, supposed to be BradleyJohnston's brigade, entered Usgerstowa this afternoon.The Federal force at the place, under Lieut. McLean, after

a spirited resistance, was compelled to fall back on Green-castle, with which place we still bad telegraphio commu¬nication up to nine o'clock P. M.

THE DANO-GERMAN CONFERENCE,
^ London, June 23.The Dano-German Conference
yesterday accomplished nothing. The proposition for ar¬
bitration was njected The Conference is regarded as
a f&ilure, but will meet again on the 25th for the comple¬tion of merely formal business. It ia supposed that hos¬
tilities will recommence on the 27th of June.
London, June 23.The Times says the Conference

will meet again on Saturday, but only aa a matter of form,
in order that the protocol of yesterday's prooeedinga may
be read, and that the numbers may exchange the courte¬
sies which are usual at a separation. As far as buaineca
is ooncerned, the Conference is at an end, and it baa ended
in a failure. On no side has there been a disposition to
accept the proposals which this country has thought it ad¬
visable to make in the interests of peaoe. The proceed¬ings of the meeting may soon be told. The members only
met to hear from Prussia and Austria their definite rejec-
tion of the proposed arbitration, and their aooeptance of
the alternative of a renewed campaign. There was in*
deed, on their parts, an offer which, tinder the oircum*
stances, can only be looked upon as a mockery. Tbia
was that any Power that chose might arbitrate on the
question of frontier, but they would reserve to themaelvea
the right of rejecting the award.
London, June 26..The Conference met on Saturday,

and finally adjourned at quarter paat four o'clock A Ca¬
binet council waa held immediately after, but nothing had
transpired aa to the policy agreed upon. It waa atated,
however, that ordera had been issued by the Engliah Go¬
vernment to have ready all the equipments necessary for
thirty thousand men.

COMMERCIAL INTELLIGENCE.
Liverpool, June 25..Cutton : (sales for the week

45,000 bales, including 14,000 balea to speculators and ex¬
porters. The market for foreign breadstuff* was firmer,with a slight advance in all qualitiea. Provisions are firm,with an upward tendency.
London, June 26..Consols closed yesterday at 90 a

90} for money. Bullion in the Bank of England has in¬
creased £15,000.

GEN. HUNTERS EXPEDITION.
The Secretary of War, in dating bis despatch respecting

the expedition of Gen. Hunter, lately operating in the vici¬
nity of Lynchburg, refrained from giving any location.
This omission is partially supplied by the following tele¬
gram to the Cincinnati Gazette. Meadow Bluff and Gau-
ley are in Fayette county, Va., about three bui.drr-d miles
west of Richmond:

Meadow Blufp, (Va ) June 25.
Hunter's army reached Lexington, Ju ie 11 ; found it

occupied by infantry and artillery. After fighting a few
li >ura the rebels lelt. We burned the Virginia Militar)institute and Gov. Leteber's house.

Capt. Blai>er'a scoots captured seven canal-boats con-
taing six cannon, nine thousand rounds of ammuuiton, and
a large amount of commissary storea.
Gen. Duflie having cut the Charlottesville and Lynch¬burg railroad at Amherst, we marched by way of Buchan

m>n and Liberty to Lynchburg. At Liberty we t^re upthe railroad for several miles, burning a bridge seveu hun¬
dred feet long

Five miles from Lynchburg we found fhe rebels in a
strong position, and attacked them, June 17, driving them
two miles, when r ight closed in. Duiiog the uight heavyreinforcements from Richmond under Early arrivrd. Ou
Hatur.iay, after feeli- g the enemy's strength, it was decid
ed that they were too strong for us, and by n ght we with¬
drew. having taken two cannon and sixty prisoner*.The 2d Viiginia cavalry, Saturday night, cut the rail¬
road ten miles e»st of Lynchburg.
At Salem a party of rebels attacked Corlin's and Strauss'

batteries in a dt file, drove off the men, cut the wheels, and
took off one bundled arid twenty bones.
We brought off five cannon, leaving seven that were

ruined, together with reven caissons and carnages thtt
were burned by the explosion of the former. Six men
were killed and ten wouuded of the 2d Virginia cavalry.
Our whole loss in the entire movement is probably six

hundred killed, wounded, and missing. We have one hun
dred prisoners, seven cannon, and six hundred horses captured, and have lived almost entirely off the couotry, and
made the biggest raid on record.
Among t^e killed ia Adjutant Torrence, I2lb Ohio ;

wounded, Col. John A. Turtey, 9lat Ohio, and Lieut. C.
Roberta, of the General'a staff

FKOM NEW ORLEANS.

Return of Three Hundred Wounded Soldier<.
Humane Treatment Jrorn the Rtbelt.

Correspondence of th* New York Tribune.
Nkw Orlearm, June 21, 1864.

By a ting of truce boat which arrived at the uiouth of
the Red river on the 17th ioitant, from Grand Ecore, (La.)
we have returned to our iinea aome three hundred wounded
men, who reached thin city safely on the evening of the
lmh, having been paroled by the Confederate authorities.
These men are the remainder of tteffve hundred who

were left on the battle-field* of Pleasant Hill and Mans¬
field, after the fights at those places in April last. They
have been divided in about equal numbers between the
hospitals of the two places, and have buried in the neigh¬
borhood of one hundred and siity of the original number
since falling into the hands of the Confederates. This large
proportion of deaths is owing, I am t«dd by cur surgeons,
to the extraordinary severity of the wounds which our men
sustained in those desperately fought engagements. The
proportion of fatal cases among the wounded of the enemy
were unprecedentedly large, as I also learn, and soarcely
inferior to cur own.

It affords tue pleasure to bear testimony to the humane
treatment which our men have mainly received from both
the Confederate military authorities and the citizens who
have been brought in contact with them during their cap¬
tivity. fuch as hare died have been buried in decent oof-
fins in the cemeteries near ihoae plaoea, and the respect of
civilized life shown to their remains.

Much of our men a* were sufficiently recovered were sent
to Camp Ford, near Tyler, Texas, wher* tho Confederates
have some four thousand of our men confined in a stockade.
They cltim to have about six thousan? of our moo, alto
getber, in Texas, and to have captured about three thou¬
sand Iroui us dating he late Red River expedition, exclusive
of what they took from Steele

Gen. Sxymanski, the Confederate Commissioner for the
exebangoof prisonersof tfcoTrans-Mississippi Department,
came down on the (Tag of truce boat for tbe purp so of
negotiating a general exchange of prisoners in thiaDepart¬ment, but 1 do not learn as yet tbe result of hia missiou.
The Champion No. 3 (a small boat captured from us

during Banks's expedition; brought tbe paroled<nien down
from abovo, starting from Grand J£oore «>u the 13th instant,
and passed over the falls at Alexandria without difficulty.

1 cannot forbear mentioning the fact that Surgeons WK fcadler, of tne Nineteenth Kentucky; L. K. Wiloox,
130th Illinois, and Charles Winnet voluntarily remained
with our woutided men after the fight, and bestowed wire

mitting attention upon them during their stay. One or
two others captured in the performance of their duly and
several detailed to remain did nobly, without making invid¬
ious iomparisons. I venture to name P. M MoFarland,
assistant surgeon of the Fifty-aixtb Ohio, [who, with Col
Ray nor and buiseon Williams, heretofore reported killed,
have arrived at New Orleans. J

A NAVAL BATTLE AND VICTORY.
An arrival at New York yesterday from Europebrings the long-looked for and gratifying intelli*

genoo that the JJnited 8tates steamer Ke^raargehad at length onoountered the famous Confederateprivateer Alabama, and, after an engagement of
an hour and a half, disabled a#d sunk her.Capt.8en< men and a part of his crew being rescued by -anEnglish yaoht, and the remainder, nearly seventy,being rescued by the boats of the Koarsarge andheld as prisoners.
The Kearsarge, Capt. John A. VVlNSLOW, is a

screw steamer of 1,081 tons and eight guns. TheAlabama, Capt. 8emmis, was a propeller steamer,built at Liverpool, said to be of 1,150 tons andnine guns.
The battle was a regular, square up fight, theConfederate steamer having the advantage in size-and guns, and the result was a brilliant triumphand an honor to the naval prowess of the Federal

oommander and his gallant orew. Capt. Winslowhad but one deck officer beside himself, vii. Lieut.Oommander J. S. Thornton.
The subjoined telegraphic despatches give someof the particulars of the engagement.

THE REBEL PRIVATEER ALABAMA SUNK BYTHE GUNBOAT KEARSARGE. .
.

New Turk, July 6..The steamer City of Baltimo:6,arrived from Enrope, report* that the Confederate oorsairAlabama had been defeated in a naval battle and sunk bythe United States war vessel Kearsarge on the 19th ofJune,off the French port of Cherbourg.The Alabama commenced the action at eleven o'clockA. M. on Sunday. The firing from both ships was rapid,with ahoi and shell, at a distance of a quarter to half amile. At half paat twelve a'clock the rebel and pirate wasla a sinking condition.
Capt. Semmes was pioked up by the English yaoht Deer-hound and taken to Cowes, England. The Kearsarge cap*tured sixty-eight of the ofBeers and crew of the Alabama,which vessel lost several in killed, wounded, and drowned.Only three seamen were wounded on board the Kearsage,and the vessel was but little damaged.

0

FUBTHEB PARTICULARS.
New Yokk, July S..The City of Baltimore arrivedat 9.30 this morning.
The pirate Alabama left Cherbourg on the 19th of Jun*to engage the United States gunboat Kearsarge, and at-tacked her teu miles from Cherbourg. The engagementlasted one hour and fifty minutes. Both vessela made

seven complete .eirolea in manosuvering at a distance offrom a quarter to half a mile. The Alabama then sunk.The pirate, Capt. Semmes, and orew were nearly all savedby the Engliah yacht Deerhound. Semmes was slightlywounded in the haud. Before going out of port Semmesleft all bis chronometers, six iu number, specie, and ran.
sum bonds at Cherbourg.
There are further details of the fight, but nothing relat¬ing to the whereabouts of the Kearsarge. One rumorplaces her at Ostrand.another at Cherbourg. That shelinded some wounded men at the lattec place is oonfirmed.No one was killed on the K-*ar»age, and only three men

were slightly wounded. The vessel was very little in-Jured.
The pirate Semmes was offered a public dinner at South

ampton and declined it. He has gone to Paris to reportt > tbe Confederate Commissioners Three of the Alaba¬ma's officers and six of the crew landed at Cherbourg from
a French pilot boat; several were also landed from theBritish ship Action. Capt Semmes, in an official despatch,
s\ys:

«4 In an hour and ten minutes the Alabam* was found tobe in a sinking condition. The enemy's shells exploded onher sides and between decks. For a few moments I hidhopes of reaching tte French coast, but tbe ship filled ra¬pidly and the furnace fiivs were extinguo-h-d I th*nhauied down colors to prevent the further destruction oflife, and dispatched a boat to iuforo the -iremy of our eon*ditinD. Although we were then but four hundred yardsfrom each other, the enemy fired at me five times after thecolors bad be<*u struck. It is cbaritnble to suppose that askip of war of a Christian nation could not bave done thisintentionally. Some twenty tninnte* alter my furnaee firesnad been extinguished, and the »hip being on tbe point ofsinking, every mao, in obedi nee to & previous tnder wbieahad been givm t<> the crew. Jumped overboard and eiidea-
v >rod to save himself. There was no appearmoa of anyboats coming from tbe enemy after the ship weut down.It was fortunate for myself that I thus earned to the shel¬ter of tbe neutral fl*g on board of Mr. Lancaster's yaohtDeerhcund, together with about sixty otters."

SOME FURTHER DETAILS.
The encounter, m has been atatcd, was witnessed by theEnglish steam yacht Deerbouud, w^ich vessel picked upSemmra and the crew of the pirate, and took them toCowes. The following ia her report of the engagement:
On the morning of Snnday, the 19th, at 10 30, the Ala¬bama wai obaerved steaming out of Cherbourg harbortoward# the United States ateamer Kearaarge. At 11o'clock 10 minutea, tbe Alabama oommenced the action byfiring her atarboard bittery at a diatanoe of about one mile.Tbe Kearmrge also opened fire immediately with her star¬board guna. A sharp engagement with rapid firing fromboth aides waa kept up, both ahot and shell being dis¬charged. In mareativnng both vesaels made several com¬plete circle* at a distance of from one quarter to half amile. At 12 o'clock the firing from the Alabama waa ob¬served to slacken, and ihe appeared to be making headsail, ahnping her eonrao (or land, which was distant aboutnine miles. At 12 30 the Confederate vessel was in a dia-abled and aink'ng state.
The Deerbound immediately made towards ber, and, inpasting, the Kearsarge was requested to assist in savingtbe crew of the Alabama. When th* Deerbound waa stillat a distanoe of two hundred yards, the Alabama sunk andtbe Deerbound then lowered her boats, and, with tbe as¬sistance of those from the ainking vessel, succeeded insaving about forty men, including Capt. Semmea and thir¬teen officers. The Kearaarge waa apparently much dis¬abled.
The Alabama's loss in killed and wounded was aa fof*lows : Drowned, one officer and one man ; killed, aix men.wounded, one officer and aixteen men. Semrat>a is slrjjhtlywounded in the hand. The Kearstrge boats were lowered,and, with the aaaiatanoe of the French pilot, auoceeded inpicking up the remainder of the crew.

The Southampton correspondent of the London DailyNews says:
" Mr. Lanoaster, of the English yacht Deerbound, waarequested by theoommandrr of th* Kearaarge to save fromdrowning tbe Alabama's men on the water. He proceed¬ed to do so, and while passing a man nearly exhausted oneof the men in tbeboitcr.ed out 'That'* Pemme*,' andthe drowning man respond»«d, ' I am the captain.aaveme.I cannot keep up any longer ' He waa dragged in, whenhe aaid ' For God'a sake don't put me aboard the Kear¬

aarge, but put me on board your yacht.' This was prom¬ised, and Semmes waa stowed away in the bottom of tbeboat and covered with a aail to conceal him from the viewof tboae in the Kearsarge'a bo\ta, which were evidentlyanxiously searching for tym. He waa afterwards taken to
th»* yacht and placed below. Mr. Lancaster subsequentlyhaatened away, fearful he would beovt rhauled and his ves¬
sel searched Thus waa Semmes saved."
The Paris correspondent of the New York Commercial

Advertiser says:
" Capt. Semmea waa ordered to leave Cherbourg by the

French Gove.nment on the demand of Minister Dayton,
who ba<ed hta demand upr>n tbe ttct tb»t the Alabama did
not oome in through stress of westber, but (or repma
which we >ld tske months to complete. Semmes hudiog
it impossible to stay, and knowing that the Kearsar^e waa
waiting for bim, iejt her commander a challenge, wbiota
waa promptly accepted. There was not the leas* chance
lor th* A'ahauia at any time. The Alabama, after being
disabled, wai »unk by a broadside, which tore through her
water line. The Kearsarge was not seriously damaged."

Another despatch from New York statea that, news has
been received there that the losa on board of the Alabama
was nine killed, twenty wounded, and aixty or eighty cap-tured.

_______________________________

Among the last aota of tbe Senate was tbe eriifirmatioo
of Riig. Qen. Bliii>RlD«s aa major general, in considera¬
tion of his recent successful military movements a^amat
tho raider* mtt> JLouluoky.


